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Newsletter of the Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Society –March 2011 

FROM THE PRESIDENT, by Ellen Tilley  [image: image5.wmf]
Snow, snow, cold , colder, cabin fever, and we are in early March with more of this in store before Spring gets here late!!!

 

On a brighter note, I want to thank John Goes In Center for an excellent program on his journey in Silver Smithing.  He is a true artist.  He donated a silver ring for our March door prize collection.  Thank You, John.
 

We have some decisions to make at our next meeting.  Parking has been a MAJOR issue.  Canyon Lake Senior Center does have more than enough parking, and the price is the same.  

We need a person to replace Dale J. as our RMFS representative.  The next Federation meeting will be in Colorado Springs, the week after our show.

 

See you March 11, at 7:30, for our next meeting.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
[image: image1.emf]Treasurer’ Report for February 2011
        The club deposited $688.75 and paid bills totaling $609.06, for a balance of $11,892.92.                                 We have 44 families and 39 singles as paid members.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Secretaries Notes,   February 2011
  Meeting started at 7:30pm.  Last month’s notes approved by Mickey S. and second by Dave R.
· John Goes N Center presented an excellent program on Silver Smithing  

· Treasures report given and approved by Deb R. and second by Stan H.

· There were 2 guests this month.  Cynthia Ross and Gina.  The club members welcome both.

· Rocky Mountain Coalition reports—the wilderness bill has not passed yet.  Bison still grazing freely in  Indian Creek, so be careful. This area is not pristine and cannot be considered wilderness.

· Humane Society-The ads you see on TV are not for our local humane society.  Any money given to them does not come back locally.  If you want to donate money, please give locally.   
· RMFederation—the club needs a new representative.  If interested, please contact Ellen Tilley. 

· About the parking for club meetings-The police has not responded about Rush parkers.    
· Planning of the 2011 Rock Show is in planning stage, although it is coming along very nicely

· Volunteers are needed for tickets, fluorescent room, information booth, setting up and tearing down displays.  Don’t forget the auction for club members and vendors on the 17th,.  Also, the Potluck after set up.

· Happy Birthday to all of you that were born in the month of MARCH.
                                          
                      

March Birthstone: Aquamarine
If you can picture the cerulean blue waters of the Mediterranean, you will understand why the birthstone for March is named Aquamarine.  Derived from the Roman word "Aqua," meaning water, and "mare," meaning sea, this pale blue gem does indeed resemble the color of seawater.  The ancient Romans believed that the Aquamarine was sacred to Neptune, the god of the sea, having fallen from the jewel boxes of sirens and washed onto shore.  Early sailors wore aquamarine talismans, engraved with the likeness of Neptune, as protection against dangers at sea.  

The association with water led to the belief that the Aquamarine was particularly powerful when immersed.  Water in which this gemstone had been submerged was used in ancient times to heal a variety of illnesses of the heart, liver, stomach, mouth and throat.  Aquamarines were also used to reverse poisoning and to aid in fortune telling.  

The Aquamarine is a member of the beryl family.  Beryl is a mineral that crystallizes within large grained igneous rocks on the earth's crust.  It varies in color from clear to vibrantly colored gemstones such as the Emerald.  Beryl was used as far back as 2,000 years ago to correct vision, and it continues to be used today in the manufacture of eyeglasses.  It is a very hard mineral, making the Aquamarine a durable gemstone for use in jewelry.  

Aquamarine varies in color from blue-green to a light sky blue, but gems containing green are often heat-treated to remove this less desirable color.  The majority of Aquamarines, unlike other gemstones, are flawless.  It is a relatively abundant gem, the largest deposits being in Brazil, but other sources of Aquamarine are in China, India, Australia, Africa, and the United States.  

A gift of Aquamarine symbolizes both safety and security, especially within long standing relationships.  Some people even say that the Aquamarine reawakens love in a tired marriage, so if you want to bring back that spark in your partner's eyes, you might consider this gem as an anniversary gift! 

Alternate Birthstone 
An alternate birthstone for March is Bloodstone, a dark green opaque quartz flecked with red spots.  The name Bloodstone derives from the legendary belief that the red coloration resulted from the blood of Christ spilling onto green jasper during the crucifixion.  For this reason, too, the stone has been called "martyr's stone."  Bloodstone is mined in India, Brazil, Uruguay, Australia, and the United States.  Ideal for carving into cameos and beads, this stone symbolizes courage.  

Sorry the newsletter is so short this month.  This month got away from us and Hazel and I have been working hard with the show committee.  We are always looking for stories if any of you want to share please send them to us.

CLUB CALENDAR – Below is our calendar for the year.  Although 2011 is not filled, you can always sign up for Door Prizes and Programs for 2011.  Sign up at club meetings, or contact Ellen T.  With your chosen month(s) and item(s).   Contact Mike J, our Vice President, if you have an idea for a program or would like to present one.  
	MONTH
	REFRESHMENTS
	DOOR PRIZES
	PROGRAM

	JANUARY
	Mike & Karen J.
	Dale J. 
	Shawn Wilson Wire Wrapping

	FEBRUARY
	Paula & Stan H.
	Annette R.
	John Goes In Center Silver Smith

	MARCH
	Cliff
	Steve Shivers
	Jerry Tang

	APRIL
	Wes Broer
	Annette R.
	Dr Ben   (Fossils)

	MAY
	Hazel Williams
	Martin
	Ellen (Rock sites)

	JUNE
	Regan Garin
	
	Last Minute Show Details

	JULY
	
	
	

	AUGUST
	**********
	***************
	Summer Picnic

	SEPTEMBER
	Deb R.
	
	

	OCTOBER
	Rita Hanson
	Lyle H.
	

	NOVEMBER
	
	
	

	DECEMBER
	************
	***************
	Holiday Dinner
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Remember we have a new club address. This is to be used for all correspondence.

Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Society

 PO Box 3620, Rapid City, SD  57709-3620

Meetings:  Second Friday of each month, 7:30 p.m., Minneluzahan Senior Center, 315 N. 4th St., Rapid City

Dues:  Family - $15, Single - $10, Payable by cash, check, or money order.  Senior Citizens - free (does not include bulletin)
The purpose of our club is to promote interest and education in geology, mineralogy, paleontology, archaeology, and lapidary, to sponsor and provide means of coordination the work efforts of groups and individuals interested 
in these science fields.
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